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Gilbert More Merchant in Edinburgh, from _ 
the Charge againſt him, by Meſfieurs * 
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down Conſcience, ſet him above the Power of ill Tongues; at leaſt, that 
thoſe ſhould never be ſupported by any certain Evidence; he now, in 
the moſt nnhappy Situation that ever befel him, finds his Character, the moſt 
valuable to any ingenuous Perſon, endeavour'd to be changed from what it re- 
ally was, unto the difagreeable Names of Diſingenuous and Fraudulent. 

Mr. More hopes to be forgiven, when his Reputation, which is his All, is at 
Stake, and ſo near being overturned by the audacious Aſſertions of his Enemies, 
for his own Vindication, to appeal to the People, and ſet before them, in its 
plain natural Light, without Colours or Diſguiſe, the State of that Affair under 
which he labouts. 

le is true, That in the Year 1727). William Sharp Merchant in St. 4ndrews, 
Son in Law to the ſaid Gilbert More, by a continued Courle of Impottunities, 
did procure from Mr, More, the under written Letter, 


. \ 8 Mr. More's Conduct in all the various Steps of his Life, did, in his 


me: George Ainſlie, St. Andrews, 14th Novr. 1127. 
| it, | 


Our Favours done to Mr. William Sharp and me, in my former Engage- 
, ments for him to you, emboldens me to addreſs you now upon my 
© own proper Account, That you would pleaſe comply with the Incloſed from 
Mr. Arbuthnot and Company, agreeable to what Mr. Sharp writes you more 
fully per this Pot. | if 

R The Delays of Payments in former Dealings, have been occaſioned by flow | 
Sales and falling Markets: But now, That I have taken a Share with Mr. 
« Sharp in this Cargo, which we propoſe to be Thirty five Tuns of Brandy, and | 
* which, according to the beſt e we have been able to make of the i 
« preſent Prices wich you, will amount to betwixt Seven and Eight Hundred 4 
« Pounds Sterling; I do promiſe and aſſure you, That your Draughts ſhall be 
« duly honoured, being reſolved to uplift my own proper Effects, in Order to 
« a punctual Obſervance ; beſides, to my certain Knowledge, Mr. Sharp has u- 
pon Hand, to the Value of 2000 L. Sterl. of Goods, which I will, for your 

„further Security, and my own Iutcieſt, take Care co be diſpoſed of for that 
Effect: Mean time, as Mr. Sharp has done me Juſtice by relieving me of for- 
« mer Concerns; ſo I have ordered a Clearance to be made with your Brother 
Alexander, that this preſent Project may begin upon a clear Field, And altho? 
the Incloſed be but in general Terms, yet I hope, and 7 eſume the Aſſurances 
© I now make you, and the firm Reſolutions I have of faithfully performing, 
* will procure aud cultivate a better and firmer Correſpondence in Time i 
coming. | a : : . | | 

Not ſuppoſing you could be arrived at Bourdeaux in September laſt, Mr. | 

' « Sharp and I wrote Mr. Robert Gordon for the like Cargo, who adviſes, that 

abe has given over any more Dealings in that Place; and that his Brother and ö 
« Son being but New-beginners, and unacquainted with us, occalions thus ad- | 
* drefling you as one of known Experience, 
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Cors is founded. Mr. More will not pretend to yindicate himſelf from doing 
a a moſft/ raſh and undeliberate Adion; but, conſidering how much it affected 


Wrote ſomething on the Snhjeft, As for my Part, I reckon my felt ſo ill 


© Heve you are perſwaded, but Charity begins at Home. 
Brandy 110 per 32 Verges, Wines are good, but ſomething dearer as laſt 


Taſſure Madam Sharp, Mr. Pringle, and all Friends, of my Reſpects. 


The Memory of your Father is ſtill freſh with me, Ad makes me entertain 
« a great Value and Eſteem for his Off-ſpring; and as ſuch, do beg you'll believe 


me to be, with great Regard and Sincerity, "3: 
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Superſeribed, To Mr. George Ainſlie Tour moſt devoted humble Servant, 
Merchant in Bourdeaux. bY ſigned Gilbert More. 


Mis upon this Letter that the whole Accuſation of Mr. Ainſlie and his Fa- 


him to have a Son in Law, in the greateſt Diſtreſs for Want of Credit; and at 
the fame Time, by the greateſt Oaths and Afeverations, illuſtrating ſufficient 
Funds, whereby Mr. More, in the worſt Events, could not be a Loſer. 


Mr. More did indeed believe that the above Letter would have carried the 


Credit it demanded ; but he has been ſo far happy, as to be diſappointed ; for, 
inftead of any Compliance, upon Mr. Ainſlies Receipt of the foreſaid Letter, he 
writes the following Anſwer. 


Meffieurs Gilbert More Bourdeaux, 13th Decr, 1727. 
and Villiam Sharp, 9 
Gentlemen, 


8. [| Have Mr. Sharp's Letters, 18th September, 17th Odlober, and 7th November, 
I Mr. More's Letter 14th Dit. and yours in Company, of ſame Date, all re- 
« lating to loading ſome Wine and Brandy for your Account in Company, and 
* for Mr. Sharp 1n particular. 

The Ship arrived two Days ago, and I underſtand that Meſſieurs Gordon, 
to whom you had firſt addrefſt for 35 Tons, declines giving you Credit, not- 
« withſtanding my indirect Endeavours for that Effect, and that Mr. Ruſſel had 


« uſed by Mr. Harp, contrary to what he ſo ſolemnly promiſed, and what I de- 

u . 1 K 

«' pended upon, the paying up regularly all my Bills in Alexander Ainſlie's Hands, 

0 That really wonder how he can expect I ſhould make another Advance for ſuch 

« a Sum of Money, for his Account, againſt whom I have Horning and Caption; 

«-fince a long Time, for about 5 or 600 L. Sterl. you muſt either take me for a 

Fool, or believe that I don't know the Value of Money. In fine, If all my 

former Bills had been paid up, upon Account of both your Honour and Inte- 

«*ofity, whereof I neyer made any Doubt, I believe that I would have engaged 
again for a good Sum; but 'tis what you muſt- not expect ſooner ; and even 

then I think 1000 L. Sterl. does not affront any two Men, if I ſhould demand 

further Security; mean Time I ſhall endeavonr to perfwade Captain Stuart 

«to wait the Return of your Anſwer, then, if my Bills are paid up, and you 

© can give me any reaſonable Letter of Credit, I ſhall carefully obey your Orders, 

© to which, no Doubt, you will find requiſite to make one immediately, not to 

expoſe your ſelves too far. 0 d 

elt is no Reaſon to me, that you have ſo many Goods on Hand, not to pay 

« up my Bills; it ought rather to diſſwade you from further Engagement, till old 
© Debt be cleared oft. Ras 

I am really your Well-wiſher, and would gladly ſerve your Intereſt, as I be- 


© Year. I ſhall expect your Anſwer, and am, 


| Gentlemen, © . 45 
NE "5; | Tour moſt humble Servant, 
Signed George Ainſlie. 


< Pleaſe addreſs to me henceforth in Particular, Mr. Samp/on and I having 


«* finiſhed our Society, and he reſiding in Ireland. 
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— - 


f of 3 5 
It is impoſſible, that any attentive unprejudiced Reader, that confiders the Si- 
tuation Mr. More was in the Time of writing the above Letter, with regard to 
his Son in Law's Circamftances, fo ſtrenuouſly aſſerted by him, but muſt be con- 
yinced, that Mr. More could not write in a leſs obliging Manner; and yet 
what does it all come to by Mr. Ainſlie's Anſwer? A downright, clear and 
abſolute. Denial ; and the Denial is founded upon fout moſt rational Propofiti, 
ons. The firft is acquainting them, that he underſtood that they had addreſt 
another Gentleman, for the like Quantity, which was refuſed. 24ly. That he 
reckoned himſelf ill uſed by Mr, Sharp, contrary to all his ſolemn Promiſes, and 
what he, Mr. 4inſlie, depended upon, the regularly paying up all his Bills in his 
Brother's Hands; and ſubſumes, that he really wondered how he (Mr. Sharp ) 
:ould expect Advance for ſuch a Sum of Money, and which Argument is nf - | 
ced by a ftronger one: Eſpecially ( ſays he) for one againſt whom he already 14 
had Horning and Caption, a Jong Time before, for 600 L. Sterling. 3dly. Mr. 
Harp either behoved to take him for a Fool, or believe, that he did nor know 
the Value of Money; and inſinuates the Neceſſity of better Security; that he 
thought not that 1000 L. Sterling did affront any two Men, if he did demand ä 
further Security. And then again, if Mr. Sharp could give him any reaſonable 
Letter of Credit, he ſhould carefully obey his Orders. And then again he ad- 1 
viſes to find, that Letter of Credit immediately, or he would be expoſed. 4thly. 
The whole Arguments that are uſed by Mr. Arbuthuot and Mr. Ainſtie's Bro- 
ther, in this Place, are all obviate by the laſt Argument in the Letter. It is no 
Reaſon to me (ſays Mr. Anſlie) that yon have ſo many Goods on Hand, it 
ought rather to diſſwade from further Engagements, till old Debts be cleared off. 
And concludes, that he would willingly terve, but Charity begins at Home. 
This Letter of Mr. Ainſlie's is in it ſelf fo plain, and clear an Evidence of his 
refaling to give any Credit upon Mr. More's Letter, that it would be the great- 
eſt Impoſition upen Men of common Unnderitanding, to endeavour to make ! 
any other Comment, or Gloſs upon it; and through the whole of the Letter, 2 
Mr. 4inflie ſcems not to have Mr. More or his Letter in his Eyes, but only in ü 
the very Beginning of it, that he acknowledges the Receipt of his. 
This Letter of Mr. Ainflic's, happy as it is for Mr. More, he was deprived of 
the Knowledge of, till that, he Mr. Harp, with Mr. Linſlie in Leith, and Mr. Ar- 
but hnot took the Method that Mr. More now ſuffers for, in Perſon and Character. 
For, if he had known of the above Letter, and of the Debt oféoo L. Ster- 
ling therein mentioned; it would have ſo much contradicted, and brought with 
it ſuch ſtrong Evidence of the Piſingenuity of Mr. Sharp (who never owned a- 
ny ſpecifick Sum of Money due by him to Mr. Ainſtie, but a Trifle of a Ba- 
lance of an Account, which clears the Meaning of that Part of Mr. More's Let- 
ter, which bears, hat he had ordered a Clearance with Mr. Ainſlie at Leith ) | 
that he never would have any more concerned himſelf in the Matter. | 
But the Mater was too well digeſted to ſuffer Mr. More to eſcape, he be- 
hoved to be a Sacrifice, and therefore the Letter, as ſaid is, was kept a migh- 
ty Secret, and Bills are drawn by Mr. Ainſlie at Bourdeaux, for 1228 L. 14. /h. 9 
1 Sterling, ſent over, and accepted by Mr. More and Sharp. And as a 
Proof of the Concert betwixt Meſſieurs Ainſlie, Arbuthnot and Sharp, the firſt 
Letter of Credit from Mr. Arbuthnot and Company to Mr, Anſlie at Bour- 
deaux, is for 700 L. and yet the Bills drawn by him, and accepted by More 
and Sharp, is for 1228 L. 14 b. 9 d. 
Upon the whole, notwithſtanding all the Pains and Induſtry, that is uſed to 
defame and traduce Mr, More, he is hopeful, that, in the Eye of unbyaſſed 
People, upon a due Conſideration of the above Affair, he ſhall ſtand vindica- 
ted ; and the rather, that of all this hudge Sum of Money, he never received 
one Six-pence Worth, directly or indirectly; and that Mr. Sharp, for good and 
rational Confiderations, and who fingered every Shilling's Worth of thoſe Ef- 
fects, ſtands now poſſeſt of a full and ample Diſcharge of the above Debts. 
Mr. More being, in September 1728, apprehended by Caption upon the 
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Jaid Bills, and incarcerate in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, did in October there- 6 i 
after mean himſelf to the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, for the Benefit of the Add, 
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Account produced, refuſe the Deſire of the Petition, in Reſpect of the 


. © Shilling Seots per Diem, and grant Warrant to him to make Intimation and 
« fication. Sigged James Simpſon Bailie.“ 


Interlocutor, by a Procurator for ſaid Gilbert More; to the ſald Mr. Arbut hnot, un- 
der Proteſtation, That it ſhould be but Prejudice to the ſaid Gilbert More, to 
inſiſt for a more reaſonable Allowance for his Aliment, than the three Shilling 
per diem, ſo modified by the extraordinary Predetermination of the Lord Ordina 


T This is at preſent the melancholy Situation of Mr, More's Affairs; but as big 
.good Fame, and hitherto untainted Reputation, has brought him this Length ii 
the World, he is hopeful, that when his Integiit 
Found innocent of what he is charged with. 
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in Favours of inſolvent Debjtors ; and upon hearing both Parties, they pronounced 
the following Interlocutors, © | | | 5 
Aſſeſſor Forbes. 


»The Bailies having conſidered this Petition, Writs produced and haill De. 
* bate, before Anſwer ordain Bailie Arbuthnot to condeſcend particularly upon 
the Security;or Payment he has got or received of the Sums, for which the 
«* Prifoner is incarcerate, Signed Thomas Crokat Bailie, | | 
14th February, 1729. Aſſeſſor Forbes upon Report to the haill Aſſeſſors. 
The Bailies having confidered this Petition, Anſwers, Replies and Duplies, 
and Writs produced hinc inde, Find it relevant to obtain to the Petitioner, 
the Benefit of the Act of Parliament petitioned for, Gilbert More proving, 
That the Cargo of Goods commiſſioned by the Letters produced, came to the 
« Uſe of Villiam Sharp his Son in Law, and was diſpoſed of by him, and admit 
the ſame to the Petitioner's Probation, Signed Duncan Campbel Bailie. 
27th March, 1729, | Aﬀetſſor Forbes, 
The Bailies having conſidered the former State of this Proceſs, the refuſed 
Bill of Advocation produced, the miſſive Letters produced, by Gilbert More, 
« for proving the Quality of the Interlocutor, 14th February laſt, and within 
Petition and Anſwers thereto, they adhere to the foreſaid Interlocutor, and find 
the miſſive Letters produced by the Petitioner, prove the Quality therein 
mentioned, viz, That the Cargo of Goods commiſſioned by the Letters 
formerly produced by the Creditors, came to the Uſe of William Sharp the 
« Petitioner's Son in Law, and was diſpoſed of by him, but ſaftains it relevant 
to redargue and diſprove the Effect of the Proof, made by the foreſaid In- 
terlocutor, Bailie Arbuthnot and Company proving Scripto of the Priſoner, 
or by Letter? under his Hand to Mr. Sharp, That be the Priſoner acknow- 
ledged the Cargo of Goods ſo commiſſioned, or a conſiderable Part thereof, 
to have come to his Hands, at leaſt Money or Bills granted for the ſame, 
and grants Diligence to Bailie Arbutbnot againſt Havers for Production 
thereof, he previouſly deponing de calumnia, that he has juſt Reaſon to pro- 
pone ſaid Alledgance. Sign'd, Charles Crokar Ballie. 
Aſſeſſor Eriskine, | | Edinburgh, 8th April, 1729. 
* The Bailies having conſidered this Petition, and Anſwers thereto, with the 
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* Anſwers, and adhere to their former Interlocutor, the 27th of March laft, 
Signed James Simpſon Bailie. 
: | Eodem Die. 


Gilbert More deponed in Terms of the Act of Parliament, and immed{ately 
« thereafter, Blair produced a Remit by the Lord Milton, of Date the 7th In- 
« ſtant, remitting this Proceſs of Liberation, with this Iaſtruction, That the 
© Bailies modifie only Three Shilling Scot per Diem of Aliment to the within de- 
© fizned Gilbert More. 7 
Aſlſeſſor Erskine, Edinburgh, 24th April, 1129. 
The Bailies having conſidered Gilbert More's Oath, they, in Relpect thereot, 
* and of the former State of the Proceſs, modifie an Aliment to him of Three 


* Requiſition thereof, to his Creditors to aliment him accordingly, with Certi- 


24 April, 1929. Intimation and Requiſition were made in Terms of the above 


ry, as accords. | 


come to be tried, he ſhall l 
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